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HMuyhbridge's photographss sequencs, the firit (o ibhow mation in such detall, would “extend viikan (o & fow roalm,” ways Biographer Salnit,

Man of Action

An eccentric photographer and a raceborse made bistory one day tn 1878,
The world wonld never look the same - BY VICTORIA OLSEN

0N JUNE 1§, 1878, members of the 5an Francisoo press
gathered at a racetrack in Palo Alvo, California, to witness a
histaric event. Eadweand Muyhridge, an eccentric English-
man and photographer who not leng before had murdered
his wifie's lover, claimed to be able to photograph a horse
running at full speed—a feat considered impossible with the
era’s balky cameras, which had wooden shurrers and insen-
sitive glass-plate negatives, The horse as well as the track be
longed 1o Leland Stanford, ehe railroad ryeoon, United
States senator, former governar of California and, Lacer, co-
foumnder of the upiversiey that bears his name. The half-sec-
ond run would not only revolutionize photography but
wionild also sex the stage for the next century’s dominant art
form, movies,

Stanbord had iniviated che collaboration with Muvbrdge
six years earlier, and hanging over their photography ex-
|lt|::il'|'|.-|:1|l'.:. kU L | 1|I.1|:.~\.I'.i.-|:|||. with SHIPrISING FCPCrCussinqs:
when a horse runs, do all four hooves leave the ground at
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the same time? Mo photograph survives from their earhest
efforts, On that June day Muyvbridee placed 12 box cameras
11 inches apart alongside the track. They were attached 1o
tripwires and outfitted with metal, electric-operated shur-
ters capabile of opentng and closing far faster than any be-
fore, Muybridge had also modified the emulsion on the
plass-plare negarives, making them mofe reactive wo light.
The reparters watched Abe Edgingron, a champion crotoer,
ifash 'L'l:.-:. ls |.|:|._p a blur, xnd waited bsre E'riu}"l:lri.-lli;l: o ievel
op the plates on the spot.

As arlvertived, e Fr:rmJuE\-L'rJ u-.-n:rlt"..nl"phr.l-lupuplls show
ing the horse virtally seride by seride. And flving in the face
st canvenitionaal 1.ri=4:|mn. Abe :F.llglnghcm s ak tmes cleds-
nirely airborne, “There is a feeling of awe in the mind of the
I'H.'IH:III:LEI,‘ {aRe I.'t'p-l:lﬂ e wroke af the |1-|r.'|!'|.trrn_ .II'III.:I.'hIHIHEI'r
astounding photographs were published in newspapers
arund the wurhi."'-n-":"lmn Standord dhowed el Fm,:h.l:ru tir el
French painter Jean Lowis Ernest Meissonier, who special-
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Muybridge pursued the man to Calistoga and killed him.

tzed in equestrian scenes, the artise realized chat he'd been
misrepresenting horses” gaits tor decades. *MNever again shall
I towuch a brush!™ the painter vowed (though he would change
his mined}.

The impact of instantancous photography;, as the inven
escnt i aillead, 15 hard g overstate. The unbikely partnership of
the American induserialist and the itinerant Englishman had
documented a phenomenon too fast for the buman eve o
ser. "It was a fundamental change in the namre of photog-
raphy”™ that ook “humanity across the threshold info a new
world of knowledge and representation,” Rebecca Solnie
writes o her 2003 biography of Muybrdpe, Rroer of Shadbres

Since his stagecoach accident, Muvbridge's behavior had
became increasngly ermatic, In i874, he |mr.m_'|:| thiar his wife
had been having an aftair wich a journalist aamed Harry
Larkyns. After sceing a picturne of his own son with an :i:t.-
scription suggesting that the boy might have been fathered
by Larkyns, Muybridge pursued the man vo Calisvoga, Cali-
toenia, where he shor and lalled him. After a sensarsonal erial,
Muybridge was acquitted on the grounds thar the homicide
was justifiable. He decamped o Central America and rein
vented himself ver again, as Eduardo Santiago Muvbridge,
before returning to San Francisco in 1876,

Following his success ar the Palo Alvo reack, Muybridge
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In his ploneering sxperiment, Muybsdge (€. 1890 deected the harse 1o ron down Stanford’s Palo Alto track past 12 tripwired camaras.

MUYBRIDGE HAD BEGUN LIFE as Edward James Mug-
geridge in 1830 in Kingston-onThames, England. He and his
rwo younger brorthers moved o the Unived States in the
thgos. Edward settled in New York Ciny before heading west,
Serting up a5 4 bookseller in 5an Francisco and changing his
name to Muygridge. In 1860, while traveling through Texas
on his way to Mvew York, his stapecoach it a tree, amad he re
ceived a seriows head injury. He spent most of the following
vear undergoing medical creatment in New York and Lon
don, and he stayed on in England during the American Civil
War. When he surfaced again in San Francisco, in 1867, he
had become a photographer named Edward Muvbridoe who
signed his work “Helios,”

Haow he learned photography is 0 mystery: Bur, like che
esteemid photographer Carleton Watkins, he traveled to
Yosemite Valley and made dramaric pictures of its peaks and
waterfalls, often from Fm:r.'.'u'i-:m'. ul:lgir-.. He hauled a wood-
en box camera, tripod, heavy glass plaves, bactles of chemi-
cals and a tent to use as adarkroom up and down mountains
anil onto precipices, He had become a respected landscape
phnl-:’&-g:’..];'llu:l' when Stanford firse :|pj'.lr-::q.||.'|1.-r'|:| him, i 187z,
with the challenge of photographing motion.
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in 1874 invented what he called a “zoopraxiscope,” a device
that progeceed sequential stop-action photographs onto a
SCfoei, cTeabing an tlhson of movement, Thar imvenrion is
the main source of the claim thar Muybridge 15 the father of
the motion picture, He took his device on the road, touring
France and England o acclaim, and eventually went towark
at the University of Pennsyhvania. There, he photographed
hurrian and animal fgures tnoa wide range of actpaties, pub

lishing his studies in the 1887 book Anfemal Locossosfon. His
photographs of, among other things, elephants walking,
women dancing and children climbing stairs would influence
artises and scienrises, opening their eves o the mechaics of
movement. Muybridge, who adopred the Anglo-Saxon
iptlling of kig firee name, died in ]{ln_g“rm on | hames in
tgoy at age 73, leaving a modest estate of some 3,000 pounds.
He was recognized for has technical achievemenis, but as
Phillip Prodger argues in his 2001 biography of Muybridge,
Tirme Stawwcle 305, “he oust be remembered not just as an in

ventor or technician bur as an arise alsa,” O
Filivtordan VICTOREA OLSEN B Dby aathor of the 2003 ook From
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